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On Mobile-assisted Language Learning (MALL) and Iranian
EFL Learners' Depth of Vocabulary Knowledge in Writing Skill:
Minab Context, Iran

S. Shakila Majedi!, Mohammad Javadi?
MA of TEFL, Islamic Azad University of Bandar Abbas, Bandar Abbas, Iran,
2PhD Candidate of TEFL, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran.

Abstract

Since the contagion of the devastating pandemic of Covid-19 during the past two years,
lives of millions of people have been dramatically affected throughout the world, in the
aftermath of which people have also been forced to change the way they have been
living before. One of the ways in which educational authorities strove to meet the
exigencies of their applicants or candidates during the pandemic has been Mobile-
Assisted Language Learning (MALL). To this end, the present study sought to
investigate the effect of MALL on Iranian EFL learners' depth of vocabulary knowledge
in writing skill. Through the use of a quasi-experimental research approach, an attempt
was made to collect the required data from a total of 20 students (10 students for control
group and 10 ones for experimental one each) from Daneshgah English Language
Institute (D.E.l.) located in Minab, Bandar Abbas, Iran. Then, pre- and post-tests were
run in order to evaluate the participants' performance before and after the intervention.
To analyze and compute the data, use was made of SPSS. The results revealed that the
experimental group outperformed the control one in that reaching to a depth of
vocabulary knowledge in writing activities via MALL is prioritized than other language
components students intend to improve. Furthermore, students found hand-held devices
more comfortable and suitable to use for developing their vocabulary than other
traditional vocabulary learning tools. Hence, mobile applications are effective
vocabulary learning tools due to the unlimited opportunities they offer. This study offers
some implications for online language teachers and learners.

Keywords: Mobile-assisted Language Learning (MALL), Online learning, Vocabulary
knowledge, Writing Skill
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Studying English Teachers’ attitudes toward Speaking Tasks in
Online Classes

Afsaneh Baharloo?!, Sara Karimi Jahromi?
'PhD in TEFL Assistant professor of Hafez Institute of Higher Education
2MA Student of TEFL at Hafez Institute of Higher Education

Abstract

The present research was an attempt to shed more enlightening light on the current wave
of teaching English in Online classes. To achieve the intended object, this study
examined Iranian teachers' attitudes toward teaching in online classes. What makes the
present research markedly different from the other language attitude studies is in the
context of research, namely Iran, an underrepresented country in the literature
concerning teachers' attitudes toward speaking tasks in online classes. To collect the
data, the researchers employed interviews. The results indicated that the participants
maintained contradictory and ambivalent attitudes toward teaching in online classes.
The results of the study may have fruitful implications for teachers and EFL researchers.
Keywords: online classes, teachers’ attitudes, speaking skill
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Double Colonialization: Spivak’s Insights in Audre Lorde’s “A Woman
Speaks” and “Who Said It Was Simple”

Zahra Feizbakhs Tavana
University of Guilan, Iran

Abstract

Audre Geraldine Lorde (1934-1992), an African-American writer, published “A
Woman Speaks” and “Who Said It Was Simple” to show her outrage towards issues of
racism, sexism and their undeniable influences upon Black female identity. The poems
not only reflect the unjustified treatment of Afro-American women, but also encompass
critical themes related to multiple forms of oppression like racism and sexism. The
image of the woman in both poems is applicable to the concept of female subaltern and
double displacement frequently criticized by postcolonial feminist theorists. Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, an Indian- American feminist critic and literary theorist, used
Antonio Gramsci’s idea of subalternity to criticize the way non-elite individuals, Third
World women in particular, have been denied access to power or express their voice.
Re-examining feminist readings, Spivak attacks Julia Kristeva for writing a book
entitled About Chinese Women (1977) and argues that she has no true understanding
about Chinese women so sides with those women whose voices are hardly heard. This
essay aims to explore Gayatri Spivak’s subaltern theory in Audre Lorde’s “A Woman
Speaks” and “Who Said It Was Simple”.

Keywords: Subaltern theory, Audre Lorde, Spivak, Race, Gender.
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A Comparative Study of Corrective Feedback Types (Metalinguistic
Feedback, Clarification Request and Elicitation) On Learning Collocations
Among Advanced Iranian EFL Learners

Nahid emami
Professor

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to find out whether using different types of feedback
effect the knowledge of collocation. Collocations enable EFL learners to know more
about language chunks used by native speakers and improve their communicative
competence and corrective feedback is known as an aid to make the process of learning
easier. This research was conducted with 60 Iranian advanced EFL learners through
convenient sampling method. The participants were both males and females studying
English. To determine participants’ homogeneity, the researcher performed an Oxford
Placement Test (OPT). Based on the OPT scale the participants whose scores fall
between 30- 50 are considered advanced level. After analyzing the data, 4lof
participants’ whose scores fell between one standard deviation above and below the
mean were selected. They were set into three experimental groups: the metalinguistic
feedback group, the clarification request group and the elicitation group. Then the
treatment began during which each group of students was provided with one of the
specified modes of corrective feedback. Paired-sample T-test and ANCOVA were used
for data analysis. The result of the present study showed that there is a significant
difference between the performances of the groups in terms of their knowledge of
collocation in post-test. It can be concluded that providing elicitation is the most
effective one among metalinguistic feedback and clarification request.

Keywords: clarification request, collocation, elicitation, metalinguistic feedback.
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Inhabiting the Dream: A Study of the Other World in Gaiman’s
Coraline

Dorsa Babachahi!, Mahsa Hashemi?, Abdolmohammad Movahhed?
1 M.A. Student, Persian Gulf University
2Assistant Professor of English Language and Litearture, Perisan Gulf University, Bushehr
75169, Iran

Abstract

Fantasy is considered as a manifestation of our dreams, aspirations, hopes, and fears,
fueled by the unconscious and flourishing in narratives within which the unsettling, the
disturbing and the incomprehensible can be processed. The fantastical elements and the
crossing over from the real world to that of fantasy via thresholds all resemble the act
of dreaming, where one's fears or suppressed desires manifest themselves. Dreams
allow the individual to reach a better understanding of the dynamics of the unconscious,
thus achieving a better sense of self. Suggesting that fantasy functions in a similar
fashion in dealing with the unconscious, this research proffers a different reading of a
captivating instance of dark fantasy novel, Coraline by Neil Gaiman. Drawing on
Freud’s theories about dreams, the unconscious and the uncanny, this study explores
the dream-like other world in the novel, postulating that the Other world in Coraline
offers the protagonist the possibility of coping with individual crisis.

Keywords: “Neil Gaiman,” “Coraline,” “Freudian Psychoanalysis”, “Fantasy,” “Other
World”.
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“I Am Not a Persian Carpet”:Diasporic Consciousness in “Tales
Left Untold” by Aphrodite Désirée Navab

Melika Ramzi
Arak University

Abstract

In “Tales Left Untold,” Aphrodite Désirée Navab employs a poetics that critiques the
ways in which immigrants from the so-called Third-World countries are imagined in
America as a part of racial and language order in order to provide readers with a lens to
focus on the concept of hybridity. Drawing on Gilles Deleuze’s conceptualization of
“minor literature” and “becoming-nomad,” this paper aims at exploring how a diasporic
body expresses resistance to the capital. Having been deprived of an ontological ground,
the poem’s speaker oxymoronically gives voice to the silenced by telling the untold
tales. Here, the focus is on how the speaker creates a moment of displacement in the
dominant language to highlight the progressing attempts employed by the nomadic
body, which demolishes the conventional perception of belonging to a fixed, immobile
identity. Finally, this paper reveals how the resisting speaker lays the foundation for a
people to come.

Keywords: Deleuze, deterritorialization, identity, minor literature, smooth space, “Tales
Left Untold”
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Examining Wittgenstein's views on life and death

Elham Nazem
Assistant Professor of Persian Literature at Dolat Abad Azad University

Abstract

The present article is Wittgenstein's opinion on life and death, a thinker who as a
philosopher, sage and logician has a special view on the subject of life and death. An
effort has been made to refrain from judgment in this case and to have more of a
criticism and narration aspect. At the beginning, after the introduction, the existential
meaning of life and death from the perspective of Wittgenstein is discussed, examples
and proofs from his works are given. Also, examples of a happy life are discussed and
the opinions of this thinker are expressed. The two pillars of Blissfully life, i.e. "life in
the present” and "satisfaction and submission to fate" have been examined in his works.
Finally, the issue of fear of death, which is also a category of existentialism, has been
viewed from a philosophical point of view.

key words :Wittgenstein, life, death
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A Feminist Reading of Colman Barks’ Translation of Mevlana’s
Story: “A Man and a Woman Arguing”

Mahsa Khalili Jahromi!”, Elham Khalili Jahromi?
!Graduate Student of English Language and Literature,
Yazd University, Yazd, Iran
2Assistant professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

The significance of translation in our life is extensively multidimensional. Translation
paves the way forward for global interaction and allows nations to forge interactive
relationships to advance art, civilization, and politics. Mashavi is among the most
translated masterpieces around the world. Coleman Barks, the American poet, is the
most contemporary famous translator of Mevlana. Although he neither speaks nor reads
Persian, he had been awarded an honorary doctorate in Persian Language and Literature
by the University of Tehran. He translated "The Story of the Poor Arab and His Wife's
Altercation with Him" by Mevl&na into English under "A Man and a Woman Arguing."
In this paper, the original story by Mevlana and its translation by Coleman Barks has
been studied due to the care-focused theory of Gilligan and Noddings. The authors
argue that the differences between the man and the woman in the source language,
allude to the fact that they supplement each other without any superiority though this
aspect is neglected in the translation of Barks. In contrast to Mevl@na, Coleman Barks'
attitude follows patriarchy; as a result, by manipulating the narration, he depicts the
woman's inferiority to the man and limits the woman's role in the translation.
Keywords: Coleman Barks, Feminism, Mevland, Noddings, Gilligan, Translation
Studies.
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Pastimes and entertainments of the Nasser era
(with an emphasis on music)

ghazal Tahmasebi garkani

Abstract

Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, the fourth king of the Qajar dynasty, is one of the kings who,
in addition to politics and governance, dealt with things such as art, tourism, and various
entertainments. In addition to the manner and type of his governance, which has been
examined many times from different angles, the type of his entertainments are also
among the interesting and significant issues and it is obvious that it should be addressed.
Naseruddin Shah was very interested in various entertainments and spent most of his
time on it. The Nasser period was the source of extensive developments, both internally

and externally, including the expansion of diplomatic relations with foreign countries,
as well as the occurrence of some important developments such as the expansion of
urbanization, transportation and communications. The importance of these issues is that
the changes that took place in some non-political behaviors of the Shah, such as his
entertainment, were effective. If traveling to foreign countries, which was in line with
the country's policy and of course his desire to have fun and learn about the situation of
foreign countries, it was also partly rooted in the changes that took place. This research,
using library resources and using the descriptive-analytical method, seeks to investigate
the entertainments of the Nasrid era (with an emphasis on music).

Key words: Qajar, Naseruddin Shah, entertainment, entertainment, music.
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The aesthetic investigation of the visual effect of the stamp and its
comparison in the political history of two different periods of Iran
(before and after the revolution)

Fereshteh Hakimi Najafabadi
Master's degree in restoration of historical monuments of Isfahan University of Art

Abstract

A stamp or postal stamp is a printed document that indicates the prepayment of an
amount for postal services. The stamp is usually prepared in the form of a small and
square paper, which has a toothed shape on its four sides, and a special glue is applied
on the back, which becomes sticky when it comes into contact with water. Affixing a
stamp to a letter or postal package indicates that the sender has paid the amount
necessary to send the shipment in full, or a part of it. If the value of the affixed stamp is
lower than the price of the corresponding postal service, it is said that the shipment has
a "deductible stamp”. The printing of themed stamps after the Islamic Revolution is a
continuation of the process of Mohammad Reza Shah's period, as in the previous two
periods, with the difference that political and religious subjects were also added to them.
In this research, an attempt is made to investigate the aesthetic effect of the stamp and
compare it in the political history of two different periods of Iran (before and after the
revolution).

Keywords: visual effect of stamps, Iran, after the revolution, before the revolution,
political history.
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Iranian EFL Learners' Perception of Motivational Strategies in
Oral Communication in School Context

Ali Bardideh
Academic Center of Education, Culture and Research (ACECR), Khouzestan, Iran

Abstract

One of the goals of learning a language is to connect with others and open a window to
another world. However, despite the fact that Iranian students study the language for
six consecutive years, few of them succeed in gaining relative proficiency in speaking
English. This general weakness can be attributed to factors such as the use of incorrect
methods in teaching, teachers' inability to speak, lack of speaking opportunities,
overcrowded classes, lack of motivation in students, and the way entrance exams are
held. In this paper, qualitative descriptive approach was adopted and the motivation
factors have been discussed and considered to be investigated through interviews.
finally, the proposed solutions have been mentioned.

Keywords: Student, Speaking, Motivation Factors, Learning.
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Manifestations of Fichte’s Subjectivity in Sarah Kane’s
Phaedra’s Love

Mahboobeh Mirzadeh Nodeh!, Mariam Nouri?*
L ecturer, Department of English Language and Literature, University of Gonabad, Gonabad, Iran

Abstract

Being concerned with invalidity of language, the postmodern writer produces elusive,
fragmented literature which illustrates parameters essential to interpret literary works
of the 1960s to the present. Since theatre is a means of delivering, it needs to be in
ceaseless contact with realities of this shapeless world. Representing the union of art
and reality through the body as a final resort to verify the authenticity of self, Kane’s
play Phaedra’s Love provides a ground for exploring such parameters according to
Fichte’s idea of subjectivity, moral community and plurality of selves. Fichte
investigates Self-consciousness structures toward world, as the product of the “I,”
explicating what it is to be an “I,” and to make a subject a subject with a self-positing
structure. Fichte and Kane believe that individual comprehends the world through
actions. If not aligned with individual's gaining consciousness of self, others and world,
these actions become destructive. To compensate, the characters adopt aimless
activities, transfiguring them to shocking images of sexually graphic and violent scenes
and self-inflected pain. Not being able to apply language for expressing themselves,
characters have no effect on inter/subjectivity between the “I” and the “Other” and
cannot gain consciousness. It leads to the character’s paralysis and death, guaranteeing
his/her existence as a real, living being.

Keywords: “Absolute [,” “Fichte,” “Subjectivity,” “Intersubjectivity,” “Kane,”
“Phaedra’s Love.”
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